n6   STORIES THAT WORDS TELL  US.

Certain Christian names have, for reasons which
it is not easy to see, given us words which mean
"fool" or "stupid person." The word ninny
comes from Innocent. Noddy probably comes from
Nicodemus or Nicholas. Both these names are used
to mean "foolish person" in France, and so is
bentt, which comes from Benedict.

Some saints' names have given us words which
do not seem at first sight to have any connection
with them. The word maudlin, by which we mean
" foolishly sentimental," comes from the name of
St. Mary Magdalen, a saint whose name immediately
suggests to us sorrow and weeping. The word
maudlin suggests the idea of being ready to weep
unnecessarily. In this way a word describing a
disagreeable quality is taken from the name of one
of the most honoured saints.

The word tawdry, by which we mean cheap and
showy things with no real beauty, comes from St.
Audrey, another name for St. Etheldreda, who
founded Ely Cathedral. In the Middle Ages St.
Audrey's Fair used to be held at Ely, and as fairs
are always full of cheap and showy things, it was
from this that the word tawdry came.

52. Anthony's fire is a well-known name for ery-
sipelas, and St. Vitus's dance for another distressing
disease. These names came from the fact that
these saints used to be chosen out as the special
patrons of people suffering from such diseases. In
the same way the disease which used to be called